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The 2011 season was a long one, starting early and continuing consist-
ently cold from mid October to late March. There some were superb 

settled periods during December and January, and the large number of 
winter climbers operating at the highest level meant that the 2011 winter 
was one of the best in recent decades. It is difficult to single out specific 
performances, but Greg Boswell’s magnificent run of routes including the 
first ascent of To Those Who Wait (IX,9), stands out. Guy Robertson also 
had a scintillating season with no less than five new IXs – his finest ascent 
was undoubtedly Stone Temple Pilots (X,9) on The Shelter Stone, climbed 
with Pete Macpherson. There were also some remarkable repeats, such as 
Andy Turner’s forceful ascent of The Hurting and the second ascent of the 
legendary Extasy on Creag Meagaidh, together with the development of 
new crags such as Eilde Canyon in Glen Coe and Creagan Coire Cha-no 
on Cairngorm.

To Those Who Wait (IX,9)
Ever since the first modern mixed climbs were added to Ben Nevis 15 years 
ago, the impending crack-line on the right wall of Number Three Gully has 
been stared at in awe by hundreds of winter climbers. It had seen at least 
one serious attempt, but most had been deterred by its unremitting steep-
ness. Enter 19-year old Greg Boswell and 20-year old Will Sim. Boswell is 
a relative newcomer to the Scottish winter scene and made headlines last 
season with second ascents of Ship of Fools (VIII,7) and Pic’n Mix (IX,9). 
Alongside these achievements, Boswell has amassed a career’s worth of 
classic VIIs and VIIIs, many climbed on consecutive days. Will Sim’s pedi-
gree is more mountaineering-based with a string of major alpine routes 
climbed in fast times such as the second ascent of the East Face Route on 
Cerro Piergiogio in Patagonia.
On 31 December, the pair headed up Number Three Gully to take a look 
at the crack-line. It was a typically dreich Scottish winter day – the crags 
were black and dripping wet after the post-Christmas thaw and conditions 
looked hopeless. The forecast predicted a slow cooling through the day and 
they had chosen their venue wisely because not only is the Number Three 
Gully area one of the highest venues in the country but when winds start 
funnelling up from Coire na Ciste it hoars up remarkably quickly. After 
two hours of patient waiting the cliff was transformed with a thin layer of 
white frost. Sim led the awkward entry pitch and then Boswell set off up 
the meat of the route – the impending crack-line. Boswell’s account of his 
lead on his blog, tussling with a delicately poised television-sized block, 
is palm-wetting reading, but eventually he pulled on to the plateau after 

194. Iain Small pulling into the bulging crack-line on the third pitch of Brave New World 
(IX,8) on Ben Nevis during the first ascent. This four-pitch route lies between Kellett’s 
North Wall Route and The Past is Close Behind on the North Wall of Carn Dearg. 
(Simon Richardson)
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a remarkable on-sight lead. To Those Who Wait was graded IX,9 and was 
particularly noteworthy because it was climbed by such a young team.

Stone Temple Pilots (X,9)
Guy Robertson and Pete Macpherson pulled off a major coup on 28 
January when they climbed a new direct line up the front edge of the 
Shelter Stone in the Cairngorms. Their new route, called Stone Temple Pilots 
(named after a 90s rock band), links the first three pitches of Steeple with 
the crux pitch of Haystack, followed by a new pitch into Citadel and a finish 
up Spire. The pair left the car at 2.30am and started up the lower Steeple 
corners at 5.20am, climbing the first big pitch in the dark and the next two 
as dawn broke. They continued up the crux of Haystack and then reached 
an impasse.
‘We didn’t have a guidebook and couldn’t remember where Haystack went, 
and with the clock ticking it all began to get rather exciting!’ Robertson 
explained. ‘With no choice but to forge on, Pete opened a new hard pitch 
straight up then slightly left, eventually joining Citadel where this goes right 
to below the headwall. Then it was my big lead. Despite cramping biceps 
and only a couple of hours light left, I managed to drag myself up the 
penultimate pitch of Spire before Pete dispatched the last 5b crack – just in 
time for the darkness to envelop us.’
The pair graded Stone Temple Pilots X,9, making it the most difficult Scot-
tish new winter route ever climbed ground up, although later Robertson 
commented: ‘Whatever the grade, it’s kind of irrelevant. The Stone has 
some of the most inspiring and challenging winter climbing this great 
country has to offer. For a well-balanced and keen team there’s probably 
nothing anywhere else to compare!’

Ben Nevis
The first major new route of the season was Apache (VIII,9), climbed on 
13 November by Steve Ashworth and Paddy Cave. The pair were part of a 
four-man Lakes-based team who spent three days staying at the CIC Hut 
and Ashworth had his sights firmly set on the impressive barrel shaped 
headwall to the right of Sioux Wall on Number Three Gully Buttress. 
Ashworth led the first pitch up the steep arête to the left of Thompson’s Route 
and then handed the lead over to Cave for the crucial second pitch up the 
gently overhanging barrel-shaped wall. ‘Paddy had to climb a steep blank 
section for a few metres to reach a crack,’ Ashworth explained. ‘Fortu-
nately, the crack had good hooks, and it turned out to be one of those bril-
liant pitches that looks harder than it actually is!’
The following weekend, the spotlight fell once again on Ben Nevis when 
Pete Davies and Tim Marsh made the first ascent of Catriona (VIII,8) on 
Creag Coire na Ciste. This spectacular and unlikely-looking line follows 
the left arête of the corner taken by the modern test-piece Cornucopia. Later 
in the season, Iain Small and Simon Richardson made the first ascent of 
Brave New World (IX,8) on the North Wall of Carn Dearg. The highlight of 

this sustained four-pitch route was the final headwall, which overhangs at 
the top with no obvious line of cracks, and Small’s on sight lead was the 
epitome of adventurous Scottish winter climbing.

Southern Cairngorms
Towards the end of the late December freeze, there was a remarkable addi-
tion to Creag an Dubh Loch when Gordon Lennox, Tony Stone and Iain 
Small made the first winter ascent of Culloden on the awe-inspiring Broad 
Terrace Wall. This summer 
E2, which overhangs for much 
of its 125m length, had been 
a winter objective for Lennox 
for a number of years. Small 
led the 5a summer entry pitch, 
before Lennox battled with 
the 5c summer crux. Finally, 
Stone led the steep finishing 
cracks to a delicate and serious 
finish, just reaching the plateau 
rim as darkness fell. The trio 
graded their on sight ascent 
IX,9, and many other steep 
summer crack-lines across the 
country must now be consid-
ered potential winter targets.
The big event on Lochnagar 
was the first winter ascent 
of Crazy Sorrow (IX,10) on 
the Tough-Brown Face of 
Lochnagar by Guy Robertson 
and Pete Benson. This rarely 
climbed summer route is graded E4 6a and the crux second pitch involves 
pulling over a big roof. It was first climbed in winter, after summer pre-
inspection, by Alan Mullin and Steve Lynch in 2002. Unfortunately Mullin 
decided to abseil off without climbing the third pitch which leads to easier 
ground on the Tough-Brown Ridge, so as a result, Frozen Sorrow as Mullin 
called his ‘route’, was considered to be unfinished and therefore classified 
as an attempt.
When Benson started up the first pitch the weather was wild, but as he 
belayed under the crux roof of the second pitch the wind relented and the 
skies cleared. ‘I had to give it everything to get over the roof,’ Robertson 
said afterwards. ‘But the protection was good so I decided there was 
nothing to lose by giving it a go.’ The decision to classify Mullin’s route as 
an attempt in the SMC Cairngorms guide was correct, as Benson then had 
to lead another demanding technical 8 pitch to reach easy ground and the 
crest of the Tough-Brown Ridge.

195. Guy Robertson climbing steep technical 8 
mixed ground after pulling through the crux roof 
on the first winter ascent of Crazy Sorrow (IX,10) 
on the Tough-Brown Face on Lochnagar. 
(Pete Benson)



T h e  A l p i n e  J o u r n A l  2 0 1 2284 s c o T l A n d  W i n T e r  2 0 1 1 - 1 2 285

Other Significant Ascents
Arguably, the finest achievement in the North-West was the first ascent of 
Godzilla on the Giant’s Wall on Beinn Bhan by Pete Benson, Nick Bullock 
and Guy Robertson. This new IX,8 takes a direct line into the upper two 
pitches of The Godfather. ‘It’s a super-direct, true winter-only line with 
awesome turf-dependent climbing and a really spectacular feel – the stuff 
of dreams,’ Robertson said afterwards.
In December Martin Moran teamed up with Murdo Jamieson and Francis 
Blunt to make the first winter ascent of Feast of The East (VIII,9), a summer 
E1 5c on the Eastern Ramparts of Beinn Eighe. A few days later he roped 

up with Jamieson again, to 
climb The Wailing Wall (IX,9) 
on the awe-inspiring left side 
of Haystack Gully. Moran 
returned to Beinn Eighe with 
Pete Macpherson to make the 
first winter ascent of King of 
the Swingers (VIII,10). Unfor-
tunately, Macpherson took 
a small fall before the crux 
traverse of this summer E3 
6b therefore losing the on 
sight. Also in December, Guy 
Robertson and Greg Boswell 
made the first winter ascent of 
Mammoth (IX,9) on The Brack 
in the Southern Highlands.

Repeats
Martin Moran and Pete 
Macpherson had an excellent 
start to the season with the 
second ascent of The God Delu-
sion (IX,9) on Beinn Bhan. 
This touchstone route was first 
climbed by Guy Robertson 
and Pete Benson in December 
2008 and (until this season) 

was widely regarded as the hardest route in the Northern Highlands. 
Moran and Macpherson used snowshoes for the approach and were full of 
praise for the first ascensionists after climbing the route in a 21-hour push.
Big news from late January was the second ascent of The Hurting (XI,11) 
in Coire an t-Sneachda by Andy Turner at the end of January. Turner had 
attempted the route a few days earlier, but he took a small fall at one-
third height so decided to return for a re-match with Phil Dowthwaite. 
Turner’s successful ascent was a gripping battle of hard technical climbing 

196. Guy Robertson on the second ascent of 
Extasy (VIII,8) on Creag Meagaidh. The 
route was first climbed by Dave Hesleden 
and French climber Bruno Sourzac during 
the 2005 International Winter Meet.  
(Pete Benson)

with difficult to protect icy cracks, confirming the route’s reputation as one 
of Scotland’s most demanding winter pitches. Turner had made the first 
ground up ascent of The Hurting, and the next logical step was to climb it 
on sight. This advance was nearly fulfilled remarkably quickly, when Greg 
Boswell made two attempts on the route, falling tantalisingly close to the 
top, before finally succeeding on his third attempt.
At the end of January, well-known German climber Ines Papert visited 
Scotland with Austrian Charly Fritzer. They warmed up with ascents of 
Daddy Longlegs (VIII,9) and Ventricle (VII,8) in Coire an Lochain, before 
moving to the Ben and making the second ascent of Boswell’s To Those 
Who Wait (IX,9). They then teamed up with Dave MacLeod to make the 
first ascent of Triple X (VIII,8), an icy mixed climb based on the summer 
route Rolling Stones on the East Flank of Tower Ridge.
The climax of the trip took place in Coire an Lochain where they both 
led Happy Tyroleans (IX,10) and Fritzer cruised Demon Direct (IX,9). The 
following day the weather was poor, but after climbing Savage Slit, the pair 
spotted an unclimbed line up the steep blocky wall between Fallout Corner 
and War and Peace. The result was Bavarinthia (IX,9), a superb two-pitch 
climb up an impressively steep wall. Bavarinthia was an almost unique 
event in Scottish winter climbing. Very few overseas teams have succeeded 
in climbing new winter routes in the Scottish mountains – two notable 
exceptions being Raven’s Gully Direct Finish (Chouinard/Tompkins – 1970) 
and Happy Tyroleans (Schranz/Zak/Netzer – 2001).
Finally, Guy Robertson and Pete Benson made the second ascent of Extasy 
(VIII,8) on Creag Meagaidh at the end of February. This landmark route, 
which takes the awe-inspiring 300m-high wall between Smith’s Gully and 
The Fly, was first climbed by Dave Hesleden and Bruno Sourzac from 
France, during the 2005 International Winter Meet.

New Venues
On the eastern side of Cairngorm overlooking Strath Nethy, Roger Webb, 
Iain Small, Sandy Simpson and Simon Richardson explored Creagan 
Coire Cha-no. Fifteen routes were climbed with pride of place going to 
Arch Wall (VII,7), Anvil Corner (VI,6) and Smooth as Silk (VII,7). Andy 
Nisbet also visited the cliff with John Lyall and came away with the first 
ascent of Arch Enemy (V,5). With a 2km approach, this is the most acces-
sible winter cliff in the Cairngorms, and is likely to become popular with 
teams looking for an alternative to the Northern Corries.
The big event in Glen Coe was the development of a superb new ice venue 
rivalling the nearby Beinn Udlaidh for the quality and quantity of ice. 
Eilde Canyon was discovered by Simon Yearsley and Malcolm Bass on 
their way back from climbing the classic Sron na Lairig ridge earlier in 
the season. The narrow 250m-long canyon now has 10 new icefall routes 
climbed by Yearsley and Bass together with Dan Peach, Neil Silver, Simon 
Davidson, Tom Broadbent and Neil Carnegie. Pride of place goes to the 
beautiful ice formation Zapatista (V,5 – Bass), the steep Central Amigo (V,6 
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– Yearsley) and the two-tiered Andale Andale! (V,5 – Silver/Davidson). 
Yearsley believes there is room for at least six more routes, so expect the 
canyon to get busy once it gets cold again.

197. Malcolm Bass on the first ascent of Zapatista (V,5). This was one of 10 new routes 
at the new Glen Coe ice venue Eilde Canyon discovered by Simon Yearsley and 
Malcolm Bass. (Simon Yearsley)
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In 2010 the High Hindu Kush and Pamir mountains of north-east Afghan-
istan, situated in that long finger of land known as the Wakhan Corridor, 

were visited by six climbing expeditions (half of which were British). In 
2011 the number was less, but this remote area is gradually being re-visited 
by climbers, who report meeting nothing but kindness, respect, and incred-
ible hospitality from the local people, in a wild region worlds apart from 
the on-going civil war. 

Peaks in the Wakhan were hugely popular from the 1960s until just 
before the Soviet invasion in December 1979. The majority of expeditions 
were European, and would often reach the area overland – via the ‘hippy 
trail’. They were enticed by generally easier access than found in other 
parts of the Himalaya-Karakoram, more stable weather than the Kara-
koram (which was closed until 1974), and the ability to climb unhampered, 
free from a restrictive permit system. 

Why Afghanistan today? The answer lies in the incredible wealth of 
unclimbed peaks below 6000m and the opportunity to penetrate glaciated 
valleys that no climbers have previously visited. Many of these peaks can 
be ascended by routes of modest difficulty, making them suitable for small 
teams of less technically driven mountaineers, with pioneering spirits, 
operating in a very lightweight style. Today’s access, via Tajikistan and 
a crossing of the Oxus to Ishkashim at the entrance to the Wakhan by a 
relatively-recently built 135m suspension bridge, avoids the now unsafe 
and more or less impractical route from the south. 

Close to the entrance to the Corridor stands Noshaq, at 7492m the 
highest mountain in the country and second highest in the entire Hindu 
Kush. This was climbed twice during 2011 by its technically straightfor-
ward west ridge. On 4 August, Tim Wood, with local guide Aziz Beg, 
became the first Australian to climb the mountain. On the 13th, Krzysztof 
Garolyna and Krzysztof Mularski, carrying on a long tradition of Polish 
climbing in the region, also reached the top. These are the sixth and seventh 
known ascents since before the Soviet invasion. 

Two more Poles, Klaudiusz Duda and Slawomir Kawecki, became the 
first to climb in the Mandaras group, a little east of Noshaq, since 1978. 
Snowfall thwarted their attempt to repeat the 1962 Polish route on Koh-
e-Nadir Sah (M4, 6814m). Instead they made the first ascent of the south 
ridge of M3 (6109m) at AD. This peak had been climbed previously: first 
in 1962 (Polish) via the north-west ridge, and twice in 1978 (Czechoslovak) 
– via the north-west and north-east ridges. 

Becky Coles and James Kitson from the UK spent many months in Asia, 


